[image: image1.png]


Meanwood Primary School SRE Policy 
This policy has been developed in accordance with DfE SRE guidance 2000 (Ref: DfEE 0116/2000) and Rochdale LA guidance for writing an SRE policy 2011.

School Aims 

At Meanwood Primary School, we strive to nurture happy and healthy children with the confidence, skills and motivation they need to reach their full potential both academically and socially. 
Definition of SRE 
Sex and Relationships Education is defined as the aspects of a wider Personal, Social and Health Education curriculum that specifically teach about our bodies, reproduction, puberty and all kinds of relationships within a context of dealing with emotions and making healthy choices.

Outcomes of SRE

The SRE curriculum outcomes support children in reaching their full potential socially as per the school aims. The SRE curriculum ensures our children have the skills, confidence and knowledge to: 

· understand, make and maintain healthy relationships of all kinds, 

· understand their own and body and how it works, 
· be prepared for how their body will change as they grow

· have a positive view of themselves physically and emotionally
Provision and Organisation of SRE in School
The named governor for SRE is Andrea Holt, Chair of Pupil Issues and Curriculum Committee.
The Coordinator for Personal, Social and Health Education is Gillian Sidell.  

All teachers are involved in delivering age and stage appropriate SRE. 
We work closely with the School Health Team which supports delivery of the SRE programme.  The School Health Team is fully aware of the SRE programme, its aims and objectives.

In general, pupils will be taught in their normal mixed gender classes.  However on occasion for potentially sensitive issues (such as, but not exclusively, puberty) activities may be organised into single gender groupings.  However, in accordance with the Equalities Policy, both genders will receive the same information.
As in all areas of the curriculum, teachers and School Health workers will use a variety of age appropriate teaching and learning methods and approaches including discussion, project learning, DVD, circle time, group work, drama and role play.

Government Guidance
In 2000 the DFE, (then DFEE) developed the SRE Guidance (Sex and Relationships Education Guidance Ref: DfEE 0116/2000) which is supported in legislation by the Learning and Skills Act 2000.  

The guidance states the following key points, which constitute the basis of SRE teaching in school:

· Young people must learn about the nature of marriage and long term committed relationships and their importance for family life and the bringing up of children.

· Young people should be protected from teaching materials which are inappropriate, having regard to the age and the religious and cultural background of the pupils concerned.

· Parents have the right to withdraw their pupil from the non-statutory elements of SRE.

· Both mainstream schools and special schools have a duty to ensure that pupils with special needs and learning difficulties are properly included in SRE.

Legalities of SRE 

SRE is a non-statutory element of the National Curriculum. However, the biological elements of SRE (including naming body parts, puberty and reproduction), as set out in the National Curriculum Science document, are mandatory for all pupils.  

Primary schools are required to have a policy statement that describes the SRE provided (see definition of SRE above), or that gives a statement of the decision not to provide SRE other than that provided in the National Curriculum Science document.

Parents’ Rights 
Parents have a right, and are encouraged to, view the School’s SRE policy as part of our commitment to raising awareness of how SRE is taught in school.  This policy is included in the Policies section of the school website or a free copy of the policy and programme are available from the School Office on request. There is also a copy of the teaching content attached below as Appendix One.
Parents have the right to withdraw their children from the non-statutory aspects of SRE. We encourage any parents who are thinking of withdrawing their child to speak to the Headteacher before they withdraw their child.   

Confidentiality

It is our aim that pupils feel confident and comfortable when asking questions both in SRE sessions and at home.  At no point in SRE teaching will children or staff be required to reveal personal information. Distancing techniques such as puppets, scenario setting and drama are used to promote an ethos of respect and confidentiality for children and staff.  Staff will at no time indicate that they will ‘keep a secret’ in return for a child revealing information or asking a question – see ‘safeguarding’ below.

Sensitive Issues
Teachers will develop a supportive climate in their classroom, with clearly defined ways of working and the appropriate language to use.  

Whilst children are encouraged to ask questions, and in most cases pupils’ questions will be answered openly and honestly, on occasion pupils may ask questions that are not appropriate i.e. questions about a teacher’s personal life or which are not suitable for the rest of the class. In this instance the teacher will remind children of the need for confidentiality or come back to the child at a later date. The parents of the child may also need to be involved.
Safeguarding
One of the outcomes of SRE is that children understand positive relationships. Staff are aware that, although confidentiality is promoted, pupils may sometimes need to share information of a confidential nature and in instances information will have to be shared with others in order to protect and support the pupil.  See the Child Protection Policy for more information on Safeguarding. 
Equality and Inclusivity

The school is committed to meeting its statutory duties as contained in the Equalities Act 2010 and will deal with specific issues that may arise, including challenging inappropriate comments and behaviours such as homophobia or gender stereotyping.
Monitoring, Evaluation and CPD
The school has established an on-going process of monitoring the SRE programme through the work of the PSHE Co-ordinator, which includes: lesson observation, teacher, pupil, parent/carer surveys and feedback. 

This policy will be reviewed on a two yearly basis and amended according to DFE and LA guidance. The work of the PSHE co-ordinator will also identify areas for CPD and organise opportunities for CPD as necessary.   
Links to other policies
· PSHE

· Safeguarding/Child protection

· Anti bullying

· Teaching and learning

· Single Equality and Community Cohesion 

Appendix– SRE Progression (attached below)
Policy agreed by governors Curriculum and Pupil Issues Committee 23.4.13
Policy review date Summer term 2015
Appendix One – SRE Progression

	Year Group
	Curriculum  Component (statutory)
	SRE Component (Non-statutory)

	EYFS
	Nursery Development Matters EYFS
Form friendships with other children.

Show care and concern for others.

Reception

Be sensitive to the needs of others.

Form good relationships with adults and peers.

Appreciate the need for, and manage their own, personal hygiene. 

Show respect for others’ needs, beliefs and cultures.
	

	KS1
	Sc2 

1b – That animals, including humans, reproduce

2a – Recognise and compare main external parts of the human body (not sexual organs)
2f- that animals and humans can have offspring and they grow into adults (focus on naming offspring and how they grow, not how they are made)
	Year 1

Understand how diseases can be infectious and how personal hygiene is a way of controlling these.

Begin to make healthy choices

Follow simple safety rules

Value and respect their bodies

Understand what makes a good friend

Begin to think for themselves when something feels wrong



	Lower

KS2
	
	Year 3

Understand how I have changed physically and emotionally and that this will continue

To understand I need to take care of my body because it is special

To feel good about myself and looking after my body

To know that family and friends should care for one another

Year 4

To develop independent hygiene routines

To know that some secrets are inappropriate

Begin to understand that there are laws that protect us from dangerous situations

To understand the importance of friendship and that friends can have differing opinions

	Upper 

KS2
	2f – know about the main stages of the human life cycle (foetus, baby, childhood, adolescence including puberty, adulthood, old age)

 Taken from KS1, taught in Year 6-

2a – Recognise and compare main external parts of the human body (male and female sexual organs)
	Year 5

Understand the basic needs of a baby

Begin to understand that physical and emotional changes will take place

To value my body and accept changes that are happening

To understand that they, and others, have a right to privacy.

To know that some actions are inappropriate.

Begin to understand the benefits of different relationships

Develop strategies to raise sensitive issues.

Year 6

Have a clear understanding of the physical and emotional changes associated with puberty.

To know about pregnancy and birth.

To accept and value my own body.

Know how to deal with personal remarks about my body.

Begin to understand the complex role of parenting.

Become aware of a wider range of relationships and to behave appropriately in these situations e.g. friend-friend, child-adult, child-parent
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