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Meanwood Primary School

Drugs and Substance Abuse Policy

At Meanwood Primary School, we strive to nurture happy and healthy children with the confidence, skills and motivation they need to reach their full potential, academically and socially. 
Introduction

The issue of drug misuse is a constant worry to parents and schools alike, however it is still relatively rare for primary schools to experience drug related incidents. This school does not condone the use of illegal drugs, volatile substances, alcohol or tobacco by its pupils and will take every opportunity to ensure that the school maintains a learning environment free from these substances.

Our school’s aims and values underpin the ways in which we ensure a whole school approach to provide an effective taught curriculum for all our pupils with a sensitive response to drug related incidents.

This policy reflects DFE guidance, as well as the content of the Science schemes of work. It also accords with advice in the Healthy Schools Programme, guidance from the LA, and guidance from the local Drug Action team.

Aims and Objectives

The aims of this policy are to:

· clarify the school's approach to drugs, for staff, pupils, governors, parents or carers, and to clarify the legal requirements and responsibilities;

· safeguard the health and safety of pupils and staff in our school;

· enable staff to manage drug-related incidents properly.

· provide a basis for evaluating the effectiveness of the school’s drug education programme

· reinforce the role of our school in contributing to local and national strategies

Terminology

The term 'drugs' is used throughout this policy to refer to all drugs:

· all illegal drugs (those controlled by the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971);

· all legal drugs, including alcohol and tobacco, and also volatile substances (those giving off a gas or vapour which can be inhaled);

· all medicines, whether over-the-counter or on prescription.

Responsibilities

The headteacher will:

· ensure that staff and parents/carers are informed about this drugs policy;

· ensure that the policy is implemented effectively;

· manage any drug-related incidents;

· ensure that staff are given sufficient training, so that they can teach effectively about drugs, and handle any difficult issues with sensitivity;

· liaise with external agencies regarding the schools’ drugs education programme;

· monitor the policy on a day-to-day basis, and report to governors, when requested, on the effectiveness of the policy.

The governing body will:

· establish general guidelines on drugs education;

· support the headteacher in following these guidelines;

· inform and consult with parents and carers about the drugs education policy;

Objectives of drugs education

Drug education is delivered as part of the wider Personal, Social and Health Education and Citizenship programme with well defined links to the National Curriculum Science programme of study. We will provide a range of opportunities and experiences for pupils to develop attitudes, values and skills and to gain knowledge  and understanding about drugs, and to appreciate the benefits of a healthy lifestyle, relating this to their own and others' actions.  It should:

· build on knowledge and understanding;

· provide accurate information and clear up misunderstandings;

· explore attitudes and values, and examine the risks and consequences of actions relating to drugs;

· develop pupils' interpersonal skills, their understanding of rules and laws, and their self-awareness and self-esteem;

· ensure that all children are taught about drugs in a consistent manner, following guidelines that have been agreed by parents/carers, governors and staff.

· Make informed choices and decisions

· Develop personal initiative and be able to take responsibility

Organisation of Drug Education 

Drug Education is part of the National Curriculum Science at Key Stages 1 and 2 and is also a major part in the Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education (PSHCE) programme which stretches throughout our school from Foundation Stage to Year 6. This programme follows the current LA guidance, encompassing illegal drugs, medicines, caffeine, tobacco and alcohol. The school strives to ensure the programme provides equal opportunities for all pupils to develop and practice a range of personal and social skills, to develop self esteem and to develop healthy attitudes.

Smoking and Alcohol on School Premises 

Smoking is not allowed on school premises.  Parents and all visitors are made aware that the school, including the playgrounds and playing fields, is a no-smoking establishment, in line with local authority guidelines. Including electronic cigarettes.
Alcohol should not be consumed on school premises.  In the event of a special occasion where there are no children on the premises, alcohol may be permitted with the prior consent of the Senior Management Team and Governing Body.

The school reserves the right to involve the police if parents are involved in alcohol misuse on school premises. This also applies to any other drug related issues.  

Staff will be cautious about discharging a pupil to the care of an intoxicated parent, particularly if the parent intends driving the pupil home.  The focus will be the pupil's welfare and safety.  Where the behaviour of an intoxicated parent repeatedly places a child at risk, or the parent or carer becomes abusive or violent, staff will consider whether the circumstances of the case are serious enough to invoke child protection procedures, and possibly the involvement of the police.

Medicines Policy.

On occasions when it is necessary for children to take medicine at school, parents must complete a consent form and the correct dosage is given by a named staff member.  Medicines are kept in a safe place away from other children and returned to the parent at the end of the day.

Management of Drug or Alcohol Related Incidents

If it suspected that a child is under the influence of alcohol or drugs, the first priority is safety and first aid, i.e. calling the emergency services and placing unconscious people in the recovery position.  An intoxicated pupil does not represent a medical emergency, unless unconscious.  Pupils suspected of being intoxicated from inhaling a volatile substance will be kept calm; chasing can place intolerable strain on the heart, thus precipitating sudden death.  

If a pupil is suspected of concealing an unauthorised drug, staff will follow the procedures in the Screening, Searching and Confiscation Policy.  If suspected drugs are found on school premises or are handed in, they are stored securely in the safe and the police are notified.  

Legal but unauthorised drugs or medicines will also be confiscated, and will be returned to parents or carers; the school may arrange for the safe disposal of volatile substances.

The headteacher will decide whether the police need to be called or whether the school will manage the incident internally.  Other agencies, such as Children’s Social Care, may also be notified if there is a child protection concern relating to a child’s exposure to drugs or alcohol.  

The headteacher will conduct an investigation into the nature and seriousness of any incident, in order to determine an appropriate response. A full record will be made of any incident.

The staff Disciplinary Procedure will be followed if it is suspected that a member of staff is under the influence of drugs or alcohol.  

The school reserves the right to ask parents or carers to leave school premises if they are suspected to be under the influence of drugs or alcohol.  Child protection procedures will be followed if the school has concerns about a parent or carer’s ability to care appropriately for their child due to drug or alcohol misuse.  

The Role of Parents and Carers 

The school recognises that parents will be extremely concerned about their child’s potential involvement with drugs, volatile substances, alcohol or tobacco. We will ensure that parents are kept informed about the school’s drug education programme.

 At Meanwood, we understand that the primary role in children's drugs education lies with parents and carers. We wish to build a positive and supporting relationship with the parents/carers of our pupils, through mutual understanding, trust and cooperation. To promote this objective, we will:

· inform parents or carers about the school drugs policy;

· invite parents and carers to view the materials used to teach drugs education in our school;

· answer any questions that parents and carers may have about the drugs education that their child receives in school; 

· take seriously any issue which parents and carers raise with teachers or governors about this policy, or about arrangements for drugs education in the school;

· inform parents and carers about the best practice known with regard to drugs education, so that the parents/carers can support the key messages being given to children at school.

When an incident concerning unauthorised alcohol or drugs has occurred in school, and a pupil is involved, we will inform the parents or carers, and explain how we intend to respond to the incident.

Involvement With Other Agencies

The school will work to combat drug issues in partnership with other agencies including:-

· Police School Liaison Officers

· Early Break

· School Health Practitioners 

The school may invite outside speakers to deliver aspects of the curriculum.  We will ensure that they are aware of the broader drug education programme and of the contribution their input makes to the whole programme.

Confidentiality

Staff are aware that children sometimes share information of a confidential nature and will treat what they say sensitively so that the pupil feels supported.  However staff cannot keep secrets and must pass on anything which may have child protection implications in order to protect and support the pupil.   
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