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Nursery Class 
2016-17
Welcome to our Nursery Class

We are delighted to welcome you and your child to our Nursery class.  We look forward to working closely with you to make sure your child gets the best possible start to their education.  

Nursery Staff

Miss Johnson
Nursery Teacher 
Miss Wolfenden
Teaching Assistant level 3
Miss Lawlor
Teaching Assistant level 2
One of the Nursery staff will be you and your child’s key person.  She is responsible for keeping records on your child’s progress and will talk to you regularly about how your child is getting on.  If you have any questions or concerns, your key person will be happy to help you at any time. 
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Session Times

Morning Session 

8.45 – 11.45
Afternoon Session

12.45 – 3.45
The First Few Weeks

We want your child to be happy and settled in Nursery, so we adopt a gradual approach with just a small number of new children starting at a time.  This way we can give each child the individual attention they need to settle in and to get used to the staff, other children, routines and the building, and will make them feel more secure.  
If your child takes a little longer than usual to settle into the Nursery, we can discuss this with you.  Please see the separate letter for your child’s starting date.
What do children learn? 

Children in our Nursery and Reception classes follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, which is national guidance for the education of children from birth to 5 years old.  
There are seven areas of learning and development in the curriculum.  The “prime” areas (shown below in the green text boxes,) are particularly crucial.  The prime areas are developed through four further “specific” areas (shown in the yellow text boxes.)
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What is the daily routine?

When children first arrive, one member of staff is always available to greet parents, while the other members of staff help children to settle in and begin to play.  You are welcome to come in and play with your child at the start of each session. 
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Children take part in a range of practical activities in the Nursery.  They play indoors and outdoors.  

Our Nursery is well resourced and we are very fortunate to have a wonderful outdoor play area.  
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We are a Healthy School and we serve a snack of milk and fruit every day.  Water is available for children to drink throughout the session.   Please don’t send in cakes, chocolates or sweet treats for your child to eat at Nursery or to share with others.   
Towards the end of the session, children come together in a group to listen to a story and sing songs.  At home time, we will open the door and bring one child at a time to the door to ensure a safe handover.  If you are late collecting your child, they will be taken over to the main school office to wait for you.

What should my child wear?

Nursery children do not need to wear school uniform, but please choose practical clothes for school.  Your child will be very active at Nursery, playing indoors and outdoors, painting and gluing.  
Every day the children will have the opportunity to play outside, so please provide your child with a named coat and a pair of wellingtons for outdoor play.

In summer please provide a sunhat and apply sunscreen to your child before Nursery.
For safety reasons, the only jewellery allowed is plain stud earrings.  Please mark all clothing with your child’s name.  
Security

Your child’s welfare is our top priority.  The Nursery door is locked as soon as everyone has arrived.  The playground has a high fence surrounding it and the gates are locked during the day.  Children are supervised at all times.  We will not let your child leave school with anyone other than the adults you tell us are allowed to collect your child.  If you are sending someone else to collect your child, you will need to let us know first.
Toileting 
There are toilets in the Nursery classroom.  Children are allowed to use the toilet whenever they need to.  It helps your child to be independent if you dress them in trousers that are easy to fasten and unfasten.  We understand that young children may have accidents occasionally and staff will help them to get clean and changed if this happens.  If your child is not yet toilet trained and wears pull ups or nappies, please let us know and we will work with you to produce a care plan for your child.
Personal Care

If your child has an accident or needs help with toileting or changing their clothes, a member of staff will do this.  If you would prefer school staff not to administer personal care of this kind for your child, please let us know and we will contact you to come to school if your child has an accident.  
Health
Please let us know if your child has any health needs, including asthma, eczema or allergies to plasters or any particular foods.  If your child has asthma or any other health needs, we will prepare a care plan with you so that we know how best to manage your child’s condition.  For health and safety reasons, staff are only allowed to administer medicines to children in school if parents have completed a consent form, giving details of the medication, dose and timings.  
Attendance

Although attending Nursery is not compulsory, for your child to get the most benefit, they need to attend regularly.  If your child is absent, please phone the school office to let us know they won’t be in. 
Child Protection

In order to comply with ‘The Children’s Act,’ the school has a legal responsibility to safeguard children.  If we have any concerns about a child’s welfare we will always discuss this with parents first, but may need to also inform Social Services of any child protection concerns.  
Contact details

It is essential that we have up to date contact details in case of illness or emergencies. Please inform Nursery or office staff of any changes to the contact form, e.g. mobile phone numbers or address.
Parents as partners

We want to work closely with you to help your child make the best possible progress.  We will be building upon the skills and knowledge your children bring from Nursery, Playgroup and home.

If you have any questions or concerns about anything at all, please let us know.  We will keep you informed about how your child is getting on in Nursery, and we’ll invite you in for a chat on a regular basis.  

Here are some ideas for how you can help your child to get the most from Nursery:
· Developing your child’s spoken language is the most important thing you can do.  Encourage them to look at you when they talk and teach them new words.  Encourage your child to concentrate and listen carefully and to follow simple instructions.

· We encourage children to take books home regularly.  Please spend some time with your child talking about the pictures and reading the story together.  

Teach them to dress and undress themselves, including putting on their own coat and shoes.

· Encourage them to go to the toilet by themselves and to wash their hands afterwards.  
· Give them experience of using pencils, crayons and scissors, but make this fun; don’t pressurise your child to try to write.

· Play games together to encourage social skills such as sharing and cooperation and to develop skills such as counting, naming colours and shapes.  
· Encourage your child to be independent and confident.  Help them to express their needs and give them lots of praise and encouragement.

We very much hope your child enjoys his or her time in Nursery.  We look forward to welcoming them into our Reception classes next year.  
Website
We have our own Nursery page on the school website.  Have a look at www.meanwood.rochdale.sch.uk then open the Class Pages tab and then the Nursery page.  We use this page to display information about our current topics and we add photographs of the children at work and play in Nursery.  

Contact details for school

Headteacher Ms S. Halliday

Meanwood Community Nursery and Primary School

Churchill Street

Rochdale

OL12 7DJ

Tel (01706) 648197

Email: office@meanwood.rochdale.sch.uk
Website: www.meanwood.rochdale.sch.uk 
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development:


developing a positive sense of themselves, making relationships with others.





Communication and Language


developing confidence in speaking and listening 











Physical Development:


coordination, balance and fine motor skills, making healthy choices about exercise and food.





Literacy:


Learning to link sounds and letters and beginning to read and write.





Mathematical Development: numbers and counting, finding out about shape, size and pattern. 








Expressive Arts and Design:


 art, design and technology, music, movement, dance and imaginative play.





Understanding the World:


 learning about people, places, technology and the environment.
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